
The	Boatswain's	Mate
Overture

Edited	by	Peter	Fender

Instrumentation

2	flutes	(2nd	doubles	piccolo)
2	oboes

2	clarinets	in	A
2	bassoons
4	horns	in	F

2	trumpets	in	Bb
2	tenor	tromobnes
bass	trombone

tuba
timpani

percussion	(2	players	-	but	see	notes)	
strings

percussion	=	triangle	/	side	drum	/	cymbals	/	bass	drum

Duration	c.7	minutes

Ethel	Smyth



Performance	notes

Manuscript

The	score	is	in	a	bound	volume	which	belonged	Henry	Wood.		It	is	manuscript	number	MS539	held	by	the	
Royal	Academy	of	Music	library	in	London.		Wood's	markings	have	been	ignored.	

Permission	to	create	this	performing	edition	was	given	by	the	RAM	library	principal,	and	is	gratefully	acknowledged.

With	the	manuscript	there	is	a	letter	and	some	other	notes	by	Smyth	on	alterations	to	be	made	to	the	score.	
These	have	been	incorporated.

General	comments

The	trumpet	part	was	originally	in	C.		Horn	bass	clef	is	'new	notation'.

2	percussionists	are	required	only	for	6	bars	(295-200).

[ 	]	indicates	an	editorial	addition,	as	do	dashed	slurs	and	cresc/dim	markings.

Trills	in	several	parts	(primarily	timpani	and	percussion)	are	sometimes	marked	with	one	trill	per	note,	
sometimes	with	a	continuous	trill	over	several	bars.		See	for	example	bars	259ff,	where	Smyth's	notation	
has	been	reproduced.		Also	woodwind	parts	347-351 	(see	below	for	a	comment	on	this	passage).

On	occasions	accents	and	staccato	dots	have	been	added	without	comment.		This	has	been	done	principally	
in	cases	where	several	parts	have	the	same	music	but	one	part	does	not	have	the	articulation	that	the	others	have.	
One	example	is	given	below	at	bars	317-318.

Specific	matters

Bar	no. Note
45 Fl	has	hat	accent.
56 Clear	articulation	dots	in	oboe.
99 Unclear	as	to	whether	it	is	tb3	or	tuba	or	both.
1 02 Incorrect	rhythm	is	written	in	fl/ob/cl/vln1 .	The	scale	is	notated	as	one	semi-quaver	and	six	

demi-semi-quavers	-	thus	making	the	bar	one	beat	short	of	the	requisite	number.	
Changing	the	rhythm	to	the	one	given	seems	much	more	likely	than	lengthening	the	first	note	
of	the	bar	to	a	dotted	minim.

1 16 Cl	erroneously	has	a	written	D	on	the	last	note	of	the	bar,	changed	to	the	correct	C.
138 Vln	1 	has	2	quaver	D	notes	-	undoubtedly	they	should	C#.
148 Ob	has	dot	and	line.
1 59ff Inconsistent	accent	placing	has	been	reproduced.
1 67 Tb2	had	a	Gb.
170 Horns	3	and	4	are	correct:	the	chord	is	essentially	a	B7	over	Bb.	Unusual	and	unexpected!
218 The	4/4	time	signature	written	has	been	altered	to	match	the	opening	2/2.
237 Cl	has	low	F	sharp	written.
240 Last	note	dot	is	in	trumpet	only.
248 Marcato	lines	not	in	bassoon.
291 -3 In	293	trumpet	has	a	note	with	a	preceding	tie	(at	the	start	of	a	new	page)	but	no	note	written	in	the	

preceding	bar.	I	take	the	view	that	doubling	the	clarinet	would	make	sense	-	alternatively	the	trumpet	
could	come	in	on	292	instead	of	291 .

305 Vln2	and	Cb	wrongly	have	G	natural
307 Bassoons	were	missing	the	F	naturals.
317-318 Bassoons	only	have	accents	on	the	2nd	note	of	each	bar.
323-5 323	was	originally	fortissimo	and	325	forte.	Whilst	323	was	changed	to	forte,	325	was	left	at	forte,	

giving	a	discrepency	due	to	the	diminuendo	-	hence	the	editorial	mf.
326 Missing	C	naturals	in	vla/vcl.
341 Arco	missing	in	vcl.
345 Woodwind	articulation	not	clear.	Only	piccolo	has	the	articulation	dots.	Fl/cl	have	no	slur.

Picc/ob	slurs	go	from	the	1 st	note.
347-351 		Fl/Ob/Cl	parts	as	in	MSS.	I	take	the	view	that	each	trill	should	be	separately	articulated,	despite	the	continuous

trill	marking.

Peter	Fender,	Summer	2018,	revised	December	2020
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w ˙̇ œœ œœ
˙̇ œ

œ
œ
œ

˙̇ œœ œœ ˙̇ œ̇ œ ẇ ˙ ẇ ˙ ww ww ẇ œ œ w
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